
Minutes of the Public Safety Committee Meeting
January 4, 2023 6PM.

Meeting Called to order at 6:01PM.

I would like to apologize to the members of the committee, the voice recorder on my phone failed to 
start recording and there was no audio recording of the meeting.

Members Present: Councilor Obasohan, Councilor Harpin, and Chair Councilor Sapienza.
Also Present:  Mr. Robert Smith, Mr. Robert Cardimino, and Tammy Daniels (iBerkshires)

Councilor Harpin made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 30, 2022 meeting, seconded by 
Councilor Obasohan.  Approved unanimously.

A presentation of Chapter 15 of the City's Ordinances regarding Litter was presented to the committee 
for revue and to generate discussion of the current ordinances and whether or not they should be 
amended.  The basis for the discussion was that improperly disposed litter and trash attracts vermin and 
wildlife to areas within the city and it's neighborhoods.

Councilor Obasohan discussed assessing the enforcement of current ordinances.
Coucnilor Harpin identified many sources of nuisance litter, uncovered loads, nip bottles, trash around 
parks and convenience stores.  Suggested forming a group of people to go to problem areas to pick up 
litter.  Coordinate with Public Services on placing of additional trash receptacles in problem areas.  
Campaign to raise awareness of the problem.

Councilor Obasohan suggested additional signage around the city to make people more aware.  
Suggested another meeting on the topic with the Board of Health and the Health Department.

Chair Sapienza suggested that the ordinances regarding trash pickup be modified to limit the hours that 
people leave their trash bins out for pickup and securing trash so that critters of various types can not 
get into the trash waiting to be picked up.

The meeting was opened to public comment

Mr. Robert Smith suggested a communication to the full City Council to raise awareness of the 
problem.

Mr. Cardimino referred to the number of uncovered loads that are being taken to the transfer station and 
are not being picked up by the operators of vehicles hauling trash.  Mr Cardimino also informed the 
committee that people are intentionally feeding wildlife in the neighborhoods which increases the 
likelihood of rodent infestations and the attraction of undesirable wildlife into the area.  He mentioned 
rats, racoons, woodchucks, skunks, deer, and even bears.

A motion was made by Councilor Harpin to call a joint meeting with the members of the Board of 
Health and the Health Department.  The motion was seconded by Councilor Obasohan.  Unanimously 
approved by the committee.



Public Safety Meeting minutes continued.

The next agenda item was to ask the Mayor for a tour for the members of the City Council of the new 
Public Safety Building on Center and Holden Streets.  Chair Sapienza indicated that he had heard from 
Mayor Macksey and that she would arrange a tour of the facility once it was more complete.

Final Committee Member/Public Comments

Mr. Smith stressed that we need to educate the public on the litter issue that it would benefit the health 
and safety of the community.

Mr. Cardimino indicated that the rat infestation was a big problem all over the city.

Chair Sapienza indicated that at least nine rats were trapped and killed at his place of employment.  He 
also noted that there is no food for the rats, but that they were seeking shelter before the upcoming 
winter months.

Meeting Adjoured at 6:46PM.

Repectfully submitted,

Chair, Bryan Sapienza


